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Slayer’s Story of

- Fatal Night on
Lonely Road No
Longer Believed,
but Secret Is Stsll
Unrevealed

IS THERE A4
WOMAN? HIS
WIFE STICKS

Were Peters’ ‘ Pals’
Fictitious and In-
vented to Make
Tale Plausible ?
And Where Are
Marks of Ward’s
Thrilling ‘““‘Bat-
tle”’ in the Dark?

“Will Stick to Him,”
Declares Mrs. Ward

Mrs. Ward says:
“1 am standing with my husband
in his ordeal.
“1 want to do every¥hing I can for

M""'l have the utmost confidence In
him.""

Ward's attorney was asked: ““Was
thers 5 woman in the case?’’

“The threats,”” he ed eva-
sively, '‘were almed at . Ward's

family.
Ward and his wife have twe child-
en=n daughter four years old and
a son a year old.

HY did VWalter 8. Ward, million-
nire, rshoot and kill Clarence

Peters, human derelict, a drifter, an
“undesirable’’ from Ward's viewpoint?
What was the hold that the shiftless
ex-marine had upon the respected and
wealthy leader of New Rochelle's best
eet—a hold that led to Ward's paying
of $30,000 in blackmail and his will-
ingness to pay $75,000 more and that
finally culminated in that mad moment
in which he tried to win the mafety of
sllence by slaying his fellow man?

What did Peters *‘have on' this
millionaire? And where are the two
accomplices—if, indeed, they actually
exint?

The authorities of White Plains,
New York, are apparently no nearer a
rolution of this mosc wwurtling of mur-
der wmysteries today than they were
when, on May 16, the body of the then
unidentified man was found beside the
road at a lonely spor near the Kensico
Reservoir.

There was nothing then to tell who!
the slain man was. That, in itself and |

in the light of later developments, Is
significant.  Men do not ordinarily go
round the world without something
about their clothes to give a clue as to
thelr identity. There In a letter or!
smething in a pocket or some little|
foken that will give the police a start-
lng point,

But Peters’ hody had nothing,. Were |
Al identification marks purposely re-
moved?

hz final (dentification was a triumph
for the system of finger prints used by
the Government, The only “lead'" |
thg nuthorities had when they examined
the body was the fact that the under-
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DID PETERS, THE DERELICT, KNOW ABOUT
MILLIONAIRE WARD?
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clothes were of the kind lasued by the
Navy and Marine Corps. And so a
print was made of the dead man's fin-
gers and this print was sent to Wash-

Above is Walter 8. Ward, million-
nire slayer of Clarence Peters, hu-
man drifter and deralict

ington, —

he Navy Department has over half ’ .
a million finger prints on file. Yet| Below i Sherilf Werner holding
within twenty-four hours ecame the| the slayer's automatic, On the table

is the revolver -furnished by Ward
us the weapon with which he says
Peters tried to shoot him

definite message, ‘‘The print is that nf.!
Clarence Peters, whose home is 19
Grove street, Haverhill, Mass,"*

Secret Behind Killing
ls Still Deep Mystery

Clarence Peters was not the kind of |
a man whom one would expect to he
an aesocinte of the Walter Ward's of
this world. ‘

He was the ron of respected, hutT
poor, penple in Haverhill, but he him- |
self had been a drifter and had been in !
tronble before. Ile was dishonorably |
discharged from the service In 1019 for |

bad conduct and, before that, had
served A term in a reform school.
Yet, through some mysterlous cir-

cumstances, he became the possessor |
of knowledge of the most Intimate and |
secret detalls of Ward's life, and thi« [ .
knowledge wns so dangerous to Ward| |-
that even the taking of a human being's
Iife was not ton great a price for the!
young milllonaire to pay for sllence,

Whard's story of the affair, as first |
given out, sounded plausible, but a

from $1000 to $5000,

most perfunctory investigation began to
revenl conflicting elements—points that |
did not stand the test of serutiny—and |
now the authorities ure inclined to think |
that it may have been pure Invention ta
keep them from dlscovering the real se- .
cret bebind the killing. .

And what 18 this secret? Does Ward's |
wife know it? Doea any ope except
Ward himself know it?

Ward Told a Plausible |
Story of the Tragedy

Ward claimed that Peters and rwo
other men had been blackmalling him
for six weeks and had obtained 30,000 |
from him in varions payments ranging

The three men, he #aid, determined
nwpon the night of Mondny, May 13, a»
the time for a “‘clean-up und ger-
away.'' They demanded that Wurd

weet them at a certaln spot on the
rowd between Port Chester and White
Pluins, beyvond the Kensico reservoir,
with 875,000 to hand over to them in
' eush, |

Ward drove to the appainted place in

his Peerless coupe.  He wax glone.  He
su¥s s intention wes to “‘temporize’’
l'with the men and put them off with
whatever excuse they would aceept for
| the |m:a-|mi,-:m-m of so lurge & sum of
| woney At thuat thne, "

It was almost 4 o'clock on Tuesday
morning when rhiey met. Peters, known
to him as "Pete.' was In g red Stz
ro:dster with Charley Ross and Jaock.
Tl last-named man was driving.

Peters jumped out of the Neutz and
ri over to the left side of the 'cor-

stepping on the running board aml

lpss,

putting a pi=tol ugninst Ward's left
while

UNow, you drive where we tell vau
to, o vight shead,” Peters com-
winded

Ward went ahend, and Ross gnd Jnek
followed him, They proceeded Iy this
fishion for nbout three miles, dreiving
through  White Plains, At g lonely
fork b the vord Peters ovdered Waml
to wtop,  This he d'%d. Then the Stuts
pagsed him and pulled peross the roal
about twenty feet nbhead of Lim,

The fact that Ward s lefr-handed
il nn bmportunt bearing on what fol-
lowed, Except for this fuct he probabiy
would wot have been uble to nse the
strategy with which he says he hested
Perer<. Ward also is a eviaeck shot, gl
us chalvmun of the New Rochelle Pallos
Commission Las n permit to earry n
|-|hful. \

When
gl

the tWo enrs Btopped Deters,
covering Wurd with his pistol,

running bonvd, on which he had been
| piding, and ran around to the right sjde
of the car. Meanwhile Ward says he
slipped his lelt hamd down by his side,

of the left-band door and took out his
pistol.

Two Men Fled When
doop

H-I J
i Ay |

juwiped from the tool box on the left |

openwd the tlap of & pocket on the inslde |

Peters by the vlght wilst His pistol

{ hawd cought In this way, Peters firel o
shiot, but it svent wild, It bored through
the left side window of the coupe,
Waurd deelarves,

Wimd betng left-bhanded, Poters il
not know his opponent was  aried
Grappling with Peters, Ward caught
Lt ot bis ganed and fived o single <hor
whivh eaught him in the chest, amil
spun him o around so that be fell off s
running  board foee downward on the
riinl The bullet ook o downwired
conrse o crme out of Wis baek elght
ineles below the place 1t had steaek

Juiping from his ear, Ward savs Lo
e tosward the two men i the Stuts
alivadd of Wi The Stz bl a top
up, and Ross gl Jack remained bebind
itas an wmboseade,  BIX o elght shots
were fred before the deiver of the Stz
startedh his gnueline and sped  away
toward White lains,  loaving  Peters
dying or dead beside the pond.  Ward
wits not hit, Tle suys Le thinks he hit
1oxs,

L'aying no attention to the wounded
rann, Ward vecentered his car, tarned it
wronnd nmd drove hone,
Toesday amd Spturday e notiiel
attorneys of what had Bappened
lawyers  potified  Sherit Wernery  the
following  Satueday  that Ward  bad
made o statement to them awd wonld
survender himself on Monday, Werner
agreed 1o this avrangement and waited
for Ward to present himself,

Alter Ward mude a0 complote sintes
ment of the facvts of (he shoting to
the Sheriff he was taken before his-
trict Atorney F. 11, Wooks, 1o whom
lie vepepted his story,  The Distriet
[ Arttorney ggreed to s veloase fu 8100, -
000 bail and Justive Rovger  ordersd
such disposition to be mule,

When the dail bond was fixed Ward
Cdeew a far roll of Bl from his poker
amd posted 10,000 with the elerk of
the courr,

Ane. Ward walked out, o free man
and appurently  cleared  of  suspicion
| untll the weak points in his story led
(to his recent re-uprest,

| Where Are the Missing

Shafla trem Antomatic?

The

Betswern that |

lifs |

|
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Above, the Wards' beautiful home in New Rochelle,

s Ward, wife of the

beft, Mrs. VWaliev
slayer, who says she still has faith in ler husband

Ward Says:

of the autn.

The “'hinckmallers™

for slx weeks or more.

spot before the shooting,

Five Big “Whys” That Lead Police to Doubt Ward’s Slory

Peter'a =hot went wild and

‘Chere was a piatol battie
in the Stutz car and himse!f

Many shotsy were fircd during this batt.e,

He drove throngh White

bave hesn blesding o Lot i i Poters. who arrived in
) N York only 1 duvs betore he was killed ?
- Ivef vt mnke solne outery or kirll"lP in 'l'
Pinins 10 n lonely the village whers help wonld have come immedis §* ol
with PPeters In hits v H

Thenw Why:

siuttsbied 01 window Wis ne shattepred glas< Tound hear nud has
e seen the smashbed vindows®
Hlave unly two from b« automatie been
et wenr YO Omen  found ardd oae o signe of =uch oa struggle as he
ileseribes "
PV noae ot thie dugen persouns sieeping nearby
aronnvthing A

Potors: Richard Short, whese  farm.,
ot 3rove, is half 0 mile gaway, and
Ulinwm Briggs. a farm hand employed
cMr. Ecokhardr, sl viewed the bods
us it lay wlongshde the I'n]eli hetween the
Eckinrdt place and the Kensteo RReser.
voir

Nobody Fleard .\m'l‘nd'
of Ward's "Battle

All three sl ] they
biwidy ol was no
oither the FOAL,
one i the il
flesh, was bur
[ vlose guarters

Thepe wis
thiough Ward lued = !
car. ““;I Fyewen =i .I--'l -'"'l |I_|' 4 0

Priggs =oul his fiest limpression i
that the hody lind been carried to the

PERLIILMNY
buller hole in
cont hut thers v as
lepshiirt, which, with the
Indicating o shet

there

oy

ried, i1

gins= in the no-
P window In s

Wils

SUUs here wWhs ho lit‘l'!.lu.t.. on '
grownds  wd o none on Prerts oot
vlothes.

Mre, Foekhagdr s .. Wise g B varils
.».1-.1', from the voand. He sl e wiis
a light sleeper and los windows e
open, Ten persons live in or about th
hoise,  None beand any shots<. Shor
recalled ‘l. une car on the higis -
way, Whkich s Dhitie traveied lute a?
night.

John Moscowite steeps on the [5G
nardt RATGE®, Oniy FIgHLY yards _‘r.;.m
the poad.  He hieard no shots. An oine.

vestigator later fieed 4 shot ar the o0
where the body was tound, and |
o all around

CLARVNCE PETERS Another point o be cleared gp =
The dishonorably  dischy ni- how DPoters ecould have been in ku'\.-
vine whose Lnowledge of w strange York blackmaillng Wand for six weeks,

"

seerel cost him his Nfe r more when, according o all
eoulits, he wias not that ocity

Wi ¥ | LT e q v e dars before he wps Killed,
e pant U i e s e "M loft is bome tn Havehiil, Mass.,
~iNing .;I;,;| T Warls  attorness  had  April 25, and wént 1o Parls |"'<'IHI\I. o,
“.-‘,'||<'<l both weapwons over to i, Wep- " Loping te Join tln I\l:l!l'..u ‘ nrps
ner vefusel to e whon the transue-  He had been discharged (e the Nuvy
tion took place arter heing convicted of laveeny ':“".'[

The Sbeviff ~Lowed weipnns to Cheen convieted of automnuily
reporters late Chpge v 0PIy -eguehr theft at howe
ol automit e w il ahd  wis e weont to Spvannal OrE o B
Winrd's, i as 0 thirty-twos o lisr there e was pejecs Muv 11
calther  revol pith & Woesson, aceording to the Glovernient G £
With five climabers, winel, Wernee said  and it would Lave taken him fwe Bave
Wiks "‘”I'llil»l‘n! e have been TR | |I'_\ 1 ger New York It was the “:SIJ
Velers,”  Aevoriting 1o the Sterlff, the of Mav I thar he drove to his denth
Seith & Wesson was fully loaded, bat with Wil
one shell  unides e hananer wias ey A dispateth feom Milford, N, .,
ploded, The Laga ol the &utomntw quated Chlef of Poltee Tohn Manrieth
Wits wing e It wis o mew pistol, bur af  that plies as saying Peters  wus
i St & Wesson was an old one i custordy there  threr weeks  pgo

Mecorvding 1o 8] Werner, Warnl charged with brenking into two stores
or s atrerneys explained to him that anl a BUTIR The vharge agninst
.'II'."'II the t.[hnn!.iu; Ward  piekmd e hilm was not pressed

vivr s revalver, pat it In his puto - seppe
bile sind drove h..:l..-- with it -l-:;_lltl :,'\'?“ Scene of the Killing
the way he acoounted for the fullure to Unmarked by “Fight"
il o0 wennon with 'eter's hods

It owas obsepved, of cource, thar he . vuard declarsdl  that Peters”  spat
oy cartebdge shell found ar the seene idlged in o tree after smashing the
of the shouting was fean o thivey-eighy - V4" low ot the Car.
l'lr!llll's' |.‘I.‘.1I-'!. ardd that Ward's was a At the spot  whepe 1he ) I'n.]._\ Wi
thirty-elght. The fier that the NHIRE - found on the edge of the Seate ligh-
Al of Ward s justol was empty was WO¥ iva Inrge onk tree. fifteen foer up

the bank and twelve feer from the ronil
It has several marks 0 the bork, bt
none of themy haw a depth of wore 1

dlsie vonsidered uas corroboration of his
stitement that he emptisd

! his
i the pistol battle with

W Rl Don

“Charley Ross™ n
and daek™ after Perors wis kil three-cigths of an inch,  They look ns
Ax an automarte wiecs overs shiell ng Vhoagh they might have heey e b
it Is fived, howeve the question lineman's spurs, Aleg thie mirks re
wadned ak to what had become of the 8l insibe G space fourteen inchee
Jother shells, dinmierer and the rest of the teee i

Werner artemprod o ey
=iving that he Lined le

WIS

marred. It suld that shots from

lain this by
Soun antomatie Hred fron whepe e Aiitihe

nodonformed that

Ward fieed only theee shots in gl the Mobile wos wupposed 1o have s
one that Killed eters and two othees, W ould have seattered more "™ien the
Hesides  the shell fouml in the poad, 1ree i so far up on the bank that if

Werner satd, a second artrldge st
[ . i i (A L 1 ) '"
hired Iu:-:n pleked up In Ward's qutum:n-
bile. The third shell, he siid, bad not
been accounted for,
ere are other discre

shots were fred at it the plata) would
have to have been fived up at g con-
slderable angle.

Nearby 18 a large gray stone with |
ncies about | vix marks on ni‘t. but they
L]

_ Awa. h‘n“

B ey TR, St

looked like ' C
. | tu

——

leaves ol not o leal has b l i I of the blnckmail gang besides
or marked, Ftere pl owho tellowed him in the
There wax pvosizn of 8 steuggle i evestially ongnging in  the
the grove!l edpe o S A il the Showting affene with him
tall gros=s bad aot been pellal at | W sl go treequently to the
ail e i ound arvund New York
RV WA o~ B s i ix b rublistend, but nuo one could
Rochelle by the o e ! ) ww of his having ba-
them 1o exuwmin e L Lan hetttng or f*'!*"r opera-
he drove witl A " v nmve eft bhim open to
of  whivh | | LYRT - Ly TR R FYT
buliler He ret W v well known te a
I the fwoe \ iy ik coont b house  conimise
ston of the o % AR r-. | wnsidersd a spectacs
mnintn ~ 1 I plunger In the words
sWerwm] questions { n TR 1Y) == T i é\ruu "h.r:
: R il ! e a0 g RIO0D epe
Wiy Lid Not Ward nee und usually on the
Figit in White Plains? a His bets were u.-uer”}
Anotl ) - s and led 1o & supponl- ¢
Anotln Guesihin bit L WieoThn e Rlew persons  connectsd 1
PO tingg 1t LE L T IRA' i 1 . ra bl t
the Hinekis | | - Tl i 2lz rF o . "I k ]
wWith WIS g ifalie = o of the nkerton
MO HETRMIEL 1o erpower §? police duty, whao
Ui u ther unidesirables,
Fiisitin PEL 8 bl T wuither **Charlla
W vl ol g ters wus known to them
' " Hoins Ktiown ro  the
0Ly O A5 ROl W ! ' ohiers. who know thefr
i \ [ . I ! 4 vopresent system  of
W Sherlf W, s $id” Lias vy e
i ' 1 o 5 iof ¥ \ ity o8l long un-
WSl W - ) =, fr sl alown to
r o R il e wdm 1 L frep
i “"'f‘::l.-. I Vg W ‘._ P s, the sderelicr . kmow

-‘ -._ . - A | diibiongire? L [
PENNILESS SCULPTOR TO WED
HIS CHICAGO SOCIETY PUPIL

Stamistares Szubalshe, Starving Gongg -

ns Hearr of Helen

W alker —Dissected Father's Body to, Learn Anatomy i
SNew York, Mav 27 SVTHIET T . @ \ i set up
™A 8 e gt S0 L e ¥ 1oy} Chivngw With !
Miss Flden Wa S ’ L lI'Ir;"I.i:'n; }
jennilis: HPEOE, - WHW0 oy s IRLG -, cnme o ¥
heen reeoguiani Ly M linee | \ ! the elder 4
Whirney Tobin Nloan, Tober g 3 . it .'u-tr SOn Wers F
Veut s s o8 T \ ; i ok Nl U] Len
Peter L Wy ey Vo " ) oy AT iOnS !!" "2!
ANnd other witps? H rir T ¢ fe ground Ih.l
has, neverths t finin that eyep
l‘:vm hitnger ! i 5 B Vel | he sold up-
';l'i\'r' i the L s - ] " U I'."Iltg fﬂl‘ s
T Walker, oup ! o b
tnent j-?.}"l' nns ~1F] . ,‘ . vl Felleng in a
The  mering: Wl i ) 1 A I. . I --ll-i-lm;n. lfound
place within o 1o g fallioweg Wopisl - i 0. tha :rI!:'::,TM ne
n o honevuiovon g Uan i | : als ol
dence In New York B Lhe ollinx of |y oA .'. "I"l' the body .
nocourtsian whieh g liser) n e ot el drneowhint fap , he
interestod  gossip in the art bovant to diswerr fp g
. -. i .h. .-'- gt v | i LALERLRLHITE I am too r I
romteey of w talented, bopm) VALY, s paaeiive obother men, P
llln- weiety ghel and o Strangs INE i D iy af r:l.'. \:"::”fll \the .' e
ald Al L (0T i » w | s . . M - -
P, Walker, w member of o Vit e T ki -m-|!”||i"“h 5
wie by meure Ty Wis @il . r.- bis 1 l.m'ltl' :
nt Yale the . i o lie His R 17 sturthingly necurate,
Ly presideng of the Yu! i bhin . 5 :
Cliicago ;s he hims estabilished b el f a -
n legding physiclhain; he 1w a tdaw }OHNr“E S DIME HEL’. T
Lt ather daughter, Harciet  uaretod "y g
Paul Welling, son of the furmer pres! ateful Y g e
dene of the THinois Centeal allrog Gratefu oungster Gives M'.,’ | 4
Miss Walker was one of the bridesmnids Samaritan Hospital Fund e a7
ai the seheduled wedding of Miss Mu IF e amount of Johonnie's gift &
Baker and  Ahster MeCormbok, who ol Lis spleit, Samaritan Hospital s

waited vainly at the church for Miw ot nesd to Wuge o campnign for
Baker to gppear. v buill Its Hig
Nzykalskl at sixteen was the (nfunt | into hospital

-

Leadqu

henomenon at the Art Museum of  and banded to the atten 1
cow, in Poland. s curlous, tor- | ‘“That's for the 4g,
red, but an pinically perfect crea- | sald sbyly, My me
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